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A Tribute To Douglas 
"Humbunny" Pernell On The One 

Year Anniversary Of His Death 
Douglas Pernell's 

passing 111.1rkcd the end or 
a remarkable era for Dillon 
County. His journey rrum a 
young boy cmul:uing local 
J;:1w cnfon.:cmcnt heroes to 
bcl,:oming the l.'ounty's first 
African-An1cri<..·u11 Sheriff is 
a tcsta111c11l Lo his <lcdic.1tion 
.ind pcrscrcrancc. His c.irccr. 
:,;panning over !'our c.kcadcs, 
W<L'i marked bv tireless scn·icc 
and i11m)\'ati,·C lcadcrsltip. 

Pernell's 1.:ommilment to 
his role was evident from the 
start His work in breaking up 
:1 Jamaican Drug Ring earned 
him rcc.:og11i1ion as South 
C..arolina Deputy ur the Year 
an<l highlighted his c:xccptional 
skills in law cnforccmcnL His 
:ibility tu condu,t ,omplc\: 
undcrco\'er operations and 
garner praise from rnrious 
agcndes un<lersi:ored his 
c"pcrtisc :m<l dc<li<.:alion. 

sclbacks. he rcnrnincd resolute 
and c,·cntuall\' sui.:1.:cc<.lcd in 
2020, with a iiistoric win that 
was celebrated by many. His 
tenure ;.L°' Sheriff was marked 
by signilkant achicremcnts: 
improring officer pay. 
i111.:rcas111g dc1nll"lmerll 
manpower. enhancing training 
fadlitics. and strengthening 
c:<immunity rclalions. 

Pernell's efforts lo implement 
programs like "Arc You Okay'!" 
fur seniors ant.I a system to 
identify aulislic drivers, :l') well 
as his· work on establishing 
yuuth progr:11ns and improring 
fucili lies. rcllcL:1 his holisti..: 
appruadt to ..:ommunity safely 
and well-being. His legacy 
is nol only in the reforms and 
improreme111s hl· brought to the 
Sheriff's Oflil:e but also in the 
hearts of those he serrcd :uuJ 
inspired. \Vcdncsday. August 7. 2024 

m;:irks Lhc one year anniversary 
of lhc passing of Sheriff 
Dougl<L� Pernell. The Dillon 
Hcmld would like lo pay 1ribu1c 
Lo the anni,·crs:Jry or his IXL'ising 
by highlighting just a few ur his 
w.x.·omplishmcnts 

Arter serving in multiple 
rules. induding Lieutenant, 
Captain, and Chief Deputy, 
Pernell's dcterminaliou lc<l 
him lo his goal of l>c1.:omi11g 
Sheriff. Dcspilc facing 

His leg.11.:y will lh·c on 
lhrough the many tires he 
touched and the ad,·ant:ements 
he championed in law 
enfon.:emenl. (Sec Page 4A fur 
addilional pholos.) T J Bourgoin cleaning a dilch in Lalla ahead of Tropical Storm Debby. Conlribuled Photo 

Cynthia Pernell, Beloved Wife Of Douglas 
Pernell, Remembers Her Late Husband 

Dillon County Council Declares A 
State Of Emergency For Dillon County 

By Cynthia Pernell 
As we mark the lirst 

anniversary or tl1l' death of my 
husbamJ .ind our bdorcd late 
Sheriff Dougla..;, "1-lumbunny" 

Pernell: we rcL:all, witli great 
affcdion, what he meant to so 
many of us. Sheriff Pernell w�L') 
a dc.:ir friend to all, a proven 
k·ader, servant ;mt.I protector 

or us all. May his spirit SCl"\'l' 
:L-. .a rcmindL-r to nol gh·c up on 
your dre;.uns. And when \\'l' pull 
together, we can accomplish 
anything! 

lly Vickie Rogers 
Dillon County Council held 

an emeruc111.:y mectinn on 
Tuesday, 1\11gust 6 nt the Dillon 
County Council Office. During, 
thc meeting. courn.:il dcclnrc<l a 

Dillon County 
Sheriffs Office 

Investigating 
Shooting 

By Vickie Rogers 
The Dillon County 

Sheriff's Office is 
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invcsligating a shooting Lhal 
resullcd in a death. 

Sheriff Ja111ie Ha111il1on 
advised they received a 
report of a shooting in the 
Riverdale Community lasl 
night. Upon arrival, dcpulics 
found one deceased male. 
The body will be scnl for 
.in autopsy, r111d there arc 
no suspccls in custody al 
this tim�. The investigation 
is ongoing. The incident 
occurred on Joe Drive. 

Check out the 

new Dillon 

Herald website 

at www.thedil­

lonherald.com 

A Reminder From SC 
Department Of Public Safety 

II' you e111.:ountcr a road the posted signs and never 
closure, the\' arc 1here for a dri\'c around a barricade. 
reason, for �·uur s.arcty. Obey 

President Joseph R. Biden, Jr. 
Approves Emergency 

Declaration For South Carolina 
WASHINGTON 

-- FEM/\ mmounccd 
today that federal 
disaster ,issistmu.:c is 
a,·ailablc Lo the state 
of Smllh Carolina 
lo supplement 
response efforts 
due 10 emergency 
conditions rl·sulling 
from 1-1 urri<..·•mc Debby 
beginning Aug. 4, 
2024, ;md conLinuing. 

The Presidcnl's 
m.:lion nuthoril.L'S 
f-EMA ll1 L:Oordi11nte all 
disaster relief efforts lo 
allcriate the hardship 
and suffering l·ausct.J 
by the cmcrgern.:y on 
the hx:a\ pupttl.1tio11 

aml to pm\'it.k 
appnipriatl· ;L')Sistancc 
to save Ii vcs, to protect 
property, public hc.:illh 
muJ sarc.•ty ant.I to 
lessen or avert the 
thn:.it of a 1.:atastrophc. 
Spccilkally, FEMA is 
authorizet.J lo identify, 
mobilize :.mt.J provide, 
at ils dis1.:rctio11, 
equipment aml 
resuurL'l"S necessary to 
allc,·iate the impads of 
the emergency. 

E m e r gl·n c y  
protccti,·c measures, 
limited to direct 
fet.leral assisl:1111.:e and 
rcimburscmcnl for 
mass l·are indut.Jing 

enicuation and 
shelter support, will 
be provided al 75% 
l'cdcrnl runding for 
Aiken, Allemlale. 
lfambl·rg, Bm11wdl, 
lk:.mfort, Bcrkdcy, 
Calhoun, Charleston, 
C h e s t e r f i e l d ,  
Clmcndon, Collchrn, 
Darlington, Dillon, 
Dord1estcr, Ed�clield, 
f.airlil'id, f.l�iremx·, 
Georgetown, Hampton, 
I lorry, Jasper, 
Kershaw, L:.mcastcr, 
Lee, Lexington. 
�1kCormkk, ti.fariou, 
Marlboro, Newbern·, 
Orangeburg, Richland, 
Saluda, Sumter and 

\Villiamsburg 1.:uuntics. 
E m e r g e n c y  

protective measures, 
limi1ed lo direct 
fcder.:11 :.L..;sisLancc, 
will be p1u,·idcd ;1t 
751};, federal funding 
for Abbeville, 
Anderson, Cherokee, 
Chester, Grecm·ilk, 
Grecmnuxl. Lmrcns, 
Oconee, Pickens, 
Spartanburg, Union 
and York cnunties. 

Orell 1-1. Howard h:L..; 
been nallll'd f.edcrnl 
Coon.linaling. Ol'licer 
fur federal recovery 
operations in Lhe 
affected areas. 

State or Emergency for Dillon 
County for the next ten days, 
beginning Tuesday, August 
6, 2024. Emergency Services 
Director Daniel Moot.ly ad\'iscd 
The Dillon Hernlt.l that they 

have e.xtr.i staff in place for fire 
and n:scuc ahead of Tropical 
S1orm Debby. 

, 

SCEMD 
j STATE EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER . � 
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Multiday Deluge From 
Debby Predicted 

Columbia, S.C. - The Make sure Lo cleur your g111tcrs 
South Cmolina Emer�encv and storm drains or t.lcbris to 
M;,rnagcment Di,·ision� i�,;; prc,·ent water accumulation 
monitoring Trupil:;1I Storm and reduce the risk or flooding 
Debby. f.oreca.°'tcrs s.1y it is around your home. 
cx1}('1.:led to mo,·e rcry slowly Secure Outdoor Items: Store 
O\'Cr South Carolina in the next or secure outdoor fumiture, 
few days, leading tu potentially garden tools, ;,md toys. High 
historic heavy rainfall. Key winds can turn these objects 
local and state agencies hm·c into tkmgerous proje1.:tilcs. 
been notified to be ready to Stay Informed: Monitor 
respond if the need ariSl'S. local weather forec;Lo;;ts and 

South C.1rolina rcsidenls and stay informc<l ubout the 
visitors in potential I)· ,·ulncrable dcvclopn1ents of tl1c shmn. 
arc:.L-; should rc,·ic.-w their plans 1-laYe sc\'Cml ways to get 
and 1..:onsit.ler actions lhey emergency information. 
would need to take if lhe storm SCBvlD has sc,·eral 
threatl·ns the state. Residents in 
low-lying arc.is should consider 
1110,·ing to higher ground for lhc 
<luration or the storm. Ever\' lme 
should monitor lhc stom{ Yia 
local news media and follow 
updates from the National 
Hurricane Center. 

"\Ve will sec some strong 
winds frurn this storm, but the 
biggest 1.:tmcern is Hooding," 
SCEMD Dirct:tor Kim Stenson 
said. '"The hca,·y rains and 
flooding currently prcdictet.l 
this week arc historic in 
scope and scale. Our c.\perts 
with the N.:1tio11al Hurricane 
Center believe lloodin!! to be 
cat:.L°'trophic for nrnu)· parls 
of South Carolina. Take no 
chances with this storm." 

Dou bk Check Your 
Emergency Kit: Prl·pafl' an 
emc.·rgenl·y kit with non-
perishable food, water, 
mcdil'.ations, flashlights, 
balleril·s, a Jirst-ai<l kit, and 
important documents. �-1.tke 
sure vour kit i:an sustain your 
huus�l10ld for at lea...,l lhree 
days, but preferably with 
enough supplies to last a week 
or more. 

Clear Gu1tcrs and Drains: 

resources av,1ilablc for people 
Ill prepare fur hurrica.111.•:,;, 
induding hurrkanc.sc<hllps:// 
hurricane.sd>. This site.· is an 
interactive tool for anyone 
needing a <111ick reference on 
l1urrirn11e preparedness. 

Additionally, the SC 
Emergenq· Manager is 
;;1vailablc in the: App Store .:md 
on Go<lglc Play: http://onclink. 
to/<ln92r:'i. 

The orticial 2024 S.C. 
l-lun-icane Guide i� avHilable in 
English and Spanish at sccmt.l. 
org. 

For up-tu-date resources, 
plci.L-ie visit s1.:emd.org<llllps:// 
www.scemd.urgl>. 
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